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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method for providing information regarding savings 
associated with travel alternatives comprising the steps, performed 

receiving a request from a user r e flecting s pecifying a trave 
selected originating location and a selected destination location, wherein the request includes 
information identifying a -the selected originating location, a Qoloatod and destination locations, 



by a processor^ of: 
itinerary lhat includes a 



and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range of at least one of as 
alternativ e t he selected originating location or alt e rnativ e- s elected destination location for 
searching for alternative itineraries; 

analyzing the travel itinerar y specified in the request including the selected originating 



itineraries. 



difference 



2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein 
travel itinerary specified in the request, each of the alternative 
travel itinerary, and the savings in travel costs is based on a 
travel itinerary specified in the request and each of the alternative itineraries. 

3. (Cancelled) 



the report includes the 

the value for each 
between the value for the 



CO 



and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparabl e to different than 
the travel itinerary specified in the reques t bas e d on s e l e cted rul e s associat e d with travel , wherein 
the analyzing step includes identifying at least one alternative itinerary including an alternate 
originating location or destination location t hat is within the proximity tolerances and different 
than the selected o riginating location or destinatio n included location of the travel itinerary 
specified in the request; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the ijequest; 

determining a value for of the alternative itineraries; and 

generating a report, based on the analysis and determination, including a value for each 
alternative itinerary reflecting a savings in travel costs in comparison with the travel itinerary 
reflected by the request. 



rn 

o 
o 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim l 5 wherein the analyzing step 
includes locating any alternate lodging that is within the proximity tolerances. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving step 
includes assigning geographical coordinates for each of the originating location and the 
destination. 



6, (Original) Hie method of claim 5, wherein the anal^hing step includes generating 
a set of locations with coordinates located within a pred etermined range of the destination based 
on information from a geographical coordinates database. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of generati og a set of 
locations includes reducing the range when a number of locations in the set exceeds a 
predetermined number. 



8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the step 
locations includes increasing the range when a number of locations 
predetermined number. 



of generating a set of 

in the set is smaller than a 



9. (Cancelled) 



10. (Currently Amended) A method for providing information regarding savings 
associated with travel alternatives comprising the steps, performed by a processor, of: 

receiving a request from a user reflecting specifying^ travel itinerar y that includes a 
selected originating location and a selected destination location: 

analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the selected originating 
and destination locations, to determine a set of alternative itineraries comparabl e to different than 
the travel itinerary specified in the reques t based upon s e l e ct e d rule] associated with travel ; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; 
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determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; and 
generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations, 
wherein the r e qu e st includes the name of an originating loc: ition and a destination, 



lalyzing step includes identifying at least one alternative itinerary including an 
alternate originating location or destination location t hat is different than the s elected o riginating 
location or destination included location of the travel itinerary specified in the request, and 
wherein the analyzing step includes locating any predetermined traiel packages that include 
travel for the travel itinerary reflected in the request, and any predetermined travel packages that 



includes travel for the at least one alternative itinerary, and wherein 



the travel packages are pre- 



configured packages based upon prior negotiations with providers cf travel sei*vices 

1 1 , (Currently Amended) A method for providing information regarding savings 
associated with travel alternatives comprising the steps, performed by a processor, of; 

receiving a request from a user r e fl e cting s pecifying a travel itinerar y that includes a 
selected originating location and a selected destination location : 

analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the selected nripinatmp 
and destination locations, to determine a set of alternative itinerariei; comparabl e to -d ifferent than 
the travel itinerary specified in the reques t based on selootod rules associated -w ith trav e l ; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; 

determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; 

generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations; 

sending at least one price-to-beat request to a plurality of service providers reflecting 
information on the travel itinerary with a value associated with the determined value for the 
travel itinerary specified in the request and the determined value for each of the alternative 
itineraries; 

receiving a response from each of the service providers with information on a service 
provider travel itinerary and a value of the service provider travel itinerary, wherein the travel 
itinerary from each of the service providers may be the same or comparable, according to each 
respective service provider, to the user's travel itinerary or one of th'e alternative itineraries; 

4 of 31 



PAGE 603 * RCVD AT 2/2012006 4:59:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTQ-EFXRF-6/28 * DNIS:278I300 * CSID.7044441 1 1 1 1 DURATION (mm-$s):0M0 



02/20/2006 17:03 FAl 7044441111 



ALSTON BIRD LLP 



Appl.Ncx: 09/275,887 

Amdt. dated 02/20/2006 

Reply to Official Action of November 17, 2005 



the 



reconfiguring the value of the travel itinerary specified in 
each of the alternative itineraries based on the responses from each 

providing a report based on the analysis, determination and 
indication of the reconfigured values of the travel itinerary and the 



request and the values for 
of the serv ice providers; and 
reconfiguration including an 
alternative itineraries. 



regarding savings associated 
itinerary J hat includes a 



12. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer to perform a method for providing information 
with travel alternatives the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from a user rcflootina specifying a travel 
selected originating location and a selected destination location, wherein the request includes 
information identifying -athe selected originating location, a selcotejd and destination locations, 
and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range of at least one of as 
alternative the selected originating location or alternative selected destination location for 
searching for alternative itineraries; 

analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the selected originating 



and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparab le-t edifferent than 
the travel itinerary specified in the reques t based on s e lected rulos associat e d \vith travel , wherein 



the analyzing step includes identifying at least one alternative itinerary including an alternate 
originating location or destination location t hat is within the proxinJity tolerances and different 
than the selected o riginating location or destination includ e d locatiJn of the travel itinerary 
specified in the request; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; determining a value 
for each of the alternative itineraries; and generating a report, based on the analysis and 
determination, including a value for each alternative itinerary reflecting a savings in travel costs 

in comparison with the travel itinerary reflected by the request. 

i 

I 

i 

13. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 2, wherein the 
report includes the travel itinerary specified in the request, each of the alternative itineraries, the 
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value for each travel itinerary, and the savings in travel costs is based on a difference between 



® 



the alternative itineraries. 



the value for the travel itinerary reflected by the request and each o: 



14. (Cancelled) 



1 5, (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 2, wherein the 
analyzing step includes locating any alternate lodging that is within the proximity tolerances. 



1 6. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium 
receiving step includes assigning geographical coordinates for each 
and the destination. 



17. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 
step includes generating a set of locations with coordinates located 
of the destination based on information from a geographical coon 



16, wherein the analyzing 
within a predetermined range 
tes database. 



dinai 



18. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 
generating a set of locations includes reducing the range when a number 
exceeds a predetermined number. 



of claim 12 ? wherein the 
of the originating location 



17, wherein the step of 
of locations in the set 



1 9, (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 7, wherei a the step of 
generating a set of locations includes increasing the range when a number of locations in the set 
is smaller than a predetermined number. 

20. (Cancelled) 



21. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium 
causing a computer to perform a method for providing information 
with travel alternatives, the method comprising the steps of: 
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receiving a request from the user r e fl e cting specifying a travel itinerar y that includes a 
selected originating location and a selected destination locatino. wherein the request includes 
information identifying -atbe selected originating location, a and destination locations, and 
proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range 



le selected originating location or i 
searching for alternative itineraries; 



of at least one of as 



selected destination location for 



analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the selected originating 
and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparabl e to different than 
the travel itinerary specified in the request- bas e d on s e lected rules associated - w ith travel , wherein 
the analyzing step includes identifying at least one alternative itinerary including an alternate 
originating location or destination location t hat is within the proximity tolerances and different 
than the selected originating location or destination includ e d location of the travel itinerary 
specified i n the request; and 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; determining a value 
for each of the alternative itineraries; and generating a report reflecting the analysis and 
determinations. 



22. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer to perform a method for providing information regarding savings associated 
with travel alternatives, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from the user reflecting specifying a tra 1 rel itinerar y that includes a 
selected originating location and a selected destination location : 

analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the s el ected originating 



and destination locations, to determine a set of alternative itineraries oemparablo to different than 
the travel itinerary specified in the reques t bas e d on sel e cted rules as sociated with travel ; 



determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; 
sending at least one price-to-beat request to a plurality of service providers reflecting 
information on the travel itinerary with a value associated with the ^determined value for the 
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travel itinerary specified in the request and the determined value for each of the alternative 
itineraries; 

receiving a response from each of the service providers with information on a service 
provider travel itinerary and a value of the service provider travel itinerary, wherein the travel 
itinerary from each of the service providers may be the same or comparable, according to each 
respective service provider, to the user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries; 

reconfiguring the values of the travel itinerary specified in the request and the values for 
each of the alternative itineraries based on the responses from each of the serxice providers; and 

providing a report including an indication of the reconfigured values of the travel 
itinerary and the alternative itineraries. 

23- (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing information regarding 
savings associated with travel alternatives comprising: 

a buyer interface for producing a request from a user r e fl e cting specifying a travel 
itinerary that includes a selected originating location and a selec ted destina tion location, wherein 
the request includes information identifying a-the selected originating location a and destination 
locations, and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range of at least one 
of an altornativc t he selected originating location or altornativc selected d estination location for 
searching for alternative itineraries; and 

a server for analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request including the selected 
originating and destin ation locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparable 
t edifferent than the travel itinerary specified in the reques t bas e d on polcotod rules associated 
with travel, for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request, for 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries, and for generating a report, based on 
the analysis and determination, including a value for each alternative itinerary reflecting a 
savings in travel costs in comparison with the travel itinerary reflected by the request, 

wherein analyzing the travel itinerary includes identifying at least one alternative 
itinerary including an alternate originating location or destination location t hai is within the 
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proximity tolerances and different than the selected o riginating location or destination included 
location of the travel itinerary specified i n the request 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 23, wherein the report 
includes the travel itinerary specified in the request, each of the alternative itineraries, the value 
for each travel itinerary, and the savings in travel costs is based on a difference between the 
value for the travel itinerary specified in the request aind each of the alternative itineraries. 

25. (Cancelled) 



26. (Previously Presented) The computer 



travel itinerary includes locating any alternate lodging that is within the proximity tolerances. 



system of claim 23, wherein analyzing the 



27. (Previously Presented) The computer 
interface assigns geographical coordinates for each of the 
destination. 



system of claim 23, wherein the buyer 
originating location and the 



28. (Previously Presented) The computer 
travel itinerary includes generating a set of locations 
predetermined range of the destination based on inforinati 
database- 



system of claim 27, wherein analyzing the 
with coordinates located within a 

on from a geographical coordinates 



29, (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 28, whei-ein generating a 
set of locations includes reducing the range when a number of locations in the set exceeds a 
predetermined number. 



30. (Previously Presented) The computer 
set of locations includes increasing the range when a 
than a predetermined number. 
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31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing infonnation regarding 
savings associated with travel alternatives comprising: 1 

a buyer interface for producing a request from a user reflecjtin g -specifying a travel 
itinerary that include s a selected originating location W a selected destination location: and 

a server for analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request, including the selected 
originating and desti nation locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparable 
t edifferent than the travel itinerary specified in the request baaed cin oolected rules associated 
with trave l, for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request, for 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries, and for generating a report reflecting 
the analysis and determinations, j 

wherein the re qu e st includ es the namo of an originating locat i on and o d e stinatio n 
w h e r e in th e analyzing step includes identifying at leajst one alternative itinerary including an 
alternate originating location or destination location t hat is different than the selected o riginating 
location or destination included location of the travel Itinerary specifiedj n the request, and 
wherein analyzing the travel itinerary includes locathf g any predetj^mined travel packages that 

1 i 

include travel for the travel itinerary reflected in the request, and any predetermined travel 
packages that include travel for the at Jeast one alternative itinerary, and wherein the travel 
packages are pre-configured packages based on prior ^negotiations with providers of travel 
resources, j ' 

) I 

3 3 . (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing information regarding 
savings associated with travel alternatives comprising j 

a buyer interface for producing a request fixmija user r e fl e cting specify ingji travel 
itinerar y that includes a selected originating location and a selected destination location: 

a server for analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request, including the selected 
originatin g and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries eemparabl e 
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i 
i 

^different than the travel itinerary specified in the reques t baaed on soloctod inks associated 
with travol , for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request and for 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; and ' 

a trader interface for receiving price-to-beat requests from jthe server and for providing a 
response from a trader with information on a trader travel itinerary and a value of the trader 
travel itinerary, wherein the travel itinerary from the trader interface may be tlie same or 
comparable, according to the trader, to the user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative 
itineraries 

wherein the server is configured to reconfigure the value of the travel itinerary specified 
in the request and the values for each of the alternative itineraries based on this response from the 
trader and generate a report including an indication of the reconfigured values of the travel 
itinerary and the alternative itineraries. j 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing information regarding 
savings associated with travel alternatives comprising: 

a buyer interface for producing a request from a user r e fl e cting specify ing a travel 
itinerar y that includes a selected originating location and a selected destinatioi i location: 

a server for analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the rdquest, includin g the selected 
originating and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparable 
^different than the travel itinerary specified in the reques t bnacd on select e d rul e s associated 
with trav e l , for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request and for 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; and | 

a supplier interface for receiving price-to-beat requests from the server and for providing 
responses from a plurality of service providers with information on service provider travel 

itineraries and respective values of the service provider travel itineraries, wherein each of the 

i 

travel itineraries from the supplier interface may be the same or comparable, according to each of 
the plurality of service providers, to the user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries 
wherein the server is configured to reconfigure the value of the travel itinerary specified 
in the request and the values for each of the alternative itineraries based on the responses from 
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I 
i 

! 

the service providers and generate a report including an indication of the reconfigured values of 

i 

the travel itinerary and the alternative itineraries. 

i 
i 

35. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 23 p including a supplier 
interface for receiving availability price requests from the server a|nd for providing availability 
price responses from a plurality of service providers with information on service provider travel 
itineraries and respective values of the service provider travel itineraries, wherein each of the 
travel itineraries from the supplier interface may be the same or comparable, according to each of 

the plurality of service providers, to the user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries. 

i 
i 

I 

36, (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing information regarding 
savings associated with travel alternatives comprising: | 

an interface means for producing a request from a user r e fl e cting s pecifying a travel 
itinerar y that includes a selected originating location and a selectee! destination location, wherein 
the request includes information identifying a -the s elected originating location, a selecto d and 
destination locations* and proximity tolerances specifying a user's; acceptable distance range of at 
least one of an alt e rnativ et he selected originating location or alt e rnative seleci^destination 
location for searching for alternative itineraries; and j 

a serving means for analyzing the travel itinerary specified! in the request , includin g the 

i 

s_elected ori ginating and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries 

comparabl e to different than the travel itinerary specified in the reques t bas e d on seleotod rules 

I 

associated with travel, for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request, for 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries, and for generating a report, based on 
the analysis and determination, including a value for each alternative itinerary reflecting a 
savings in travel costs in comparison with the travel itinerary reflected by the request, 

wherein analyzing the travel itinerary includes identifying it least one alternative 
itinerary including an alternate originating location or destination location that is within the 
proximity tolerances and different than the selected_originating location or destination included 
location of the travel itinerary specified in the request. 
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i 
i 

| 

i 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the Teport includes the 
travel itinerary specified in the request, each of the alternative itineraries, and a difference 
between the reconfigured value for the travel itinerary specified inj the request and each of the 
alternative itineraries. I 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the report is produced 
geographically on a map, wherein the map includes the travel itinerary specified in the request, at 
least one of the alternative itineraries and the reconfigured value f6r each travel itinerary 
included in the map. 

39. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
report includes the travel itinerary specified in the request, each ofjthje alternative itineraries, and 
a difference between the reconfigured value for the travel itinerary specified in the request and 

i 

each of the alternative itineraries. j 

i 
i 

i 
i 

! 

40. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
report is produced geographically on a map, wherein the map includes the travel itinerary 
specified in the request, at least one of the alternative itineraries arid the reconfigured value for 
each travel itinerary included in the map. ! 

i 

i 

41. (Previously Presented) The computer system of clajim 34, wherein the report 
includes the travel itinerary specified in the request, each of the alternative itineraries, and a 
difference between the reconfigured value for the travel itinerary specified in the request and 
each of the alternative itineraries. ! 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 34, wherein the report is 
produced geographically on a map, wherein the map includes the travel itinerary specified in the 
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| 

request, at least one of the alternative itineraries and the reconfigured value fnr each travel 
itinerary included in the map. ! 

i 

43. (Currently Amended) A method for providing information regarding savings 
associated travel alternatives comprising the steps, performed by a processor, of: 

receiving a request from a user r e fl e cting specifying a travjel itinerar y that includes a 
selected, originating location and a selected destination location, wherein the request includes 
information identifying -athe selected originating location^ a s e l e ct e d and destination locations, 
and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range of at luast one of an 
altornotivothe selected originating location or alt e rnativ e selected d estination location for 
searching for alternative itineraries; I 

analyzing the travel itinerary specified in the request, including the selected originating 

and destination locations, t o determine a set of alternative itineraries comparable t o different than 

i 

the travel itinerary specified in the reques t - basedon -s ctootod ruloa j associated with travel, wherein 

i 

the analyzing step further includes identifying at least one alternative itinerary including an 

alternate originating location or destination location t hat is within the proximity tolerances and 

different than the selected o riginating location or destination includ e d l ocation of the travel 

itinerary specified i n the request; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; 

determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries: and 

| 

generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method for providing travel alternatives* comprising: 
receiving, from a user, a request including s pecifying ^ travel itinerary includin g -that 

includes a selected origination location ^ and a selected destination location, a first value 

associated with the itinerary, and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance 

range of at least one of an alt e mativ e the selected originating location or altera tattve -selected 

destination location for searching for alternative a lternate itineraries: 

t 

14 of 31 

i 

PAGE mv RCVD AT 2120/2006 4:59:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 ' DNIS:2738300* CSID7044441111 'DURATION (mm-ss):09-30 



02/20/2006 17:05 FAX 7044441111 



ALSTON BIRD LLP 



@017 



Appl.No.: 09/275,887 

Amdt. dated 02/20/2006 

Reply to Official Action of November 17, 2005 



determining, without user intervention, a set of * 



Iternate itineraries different 



than the travel itinerary specified in the request, at least one alternate itinerary being associated 
with an alternative value and a route between an alternate originating location or alternate 
destination location that is within the proximity tolerances, and either the origination or 
destination location includ e d of the travel itinerary specified in thej request; and 

providing a report including a indication of the first value, [the alternale value for each 
alternate itinerary, and a savings value for each alternate itinerary [reflecting a difference between 
the first value and the respective alternate value. I 



45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44 ? wherein the Jtrst value reflects a 
cost of travel between the origination and destination locations. 

46, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45, wherein the first value further 
includes a cost of lodging. 



47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the set of alternate 
itineraries includes at least one alternate itinerary that is associated with apre-configured travel 
package based on prior negotiations with at least one provider of travel resources. 

i 

! 

48- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein each alternate value is 
equal to or less than the first value. 



49. (Currently Amended) A method for providing travel alternatives, comprising: 
receiving, from a user, a request including specifying a travel itinerary including t hat 
includes a selected origination location ^ and a selected destination location, a first value 
associated with the itinerary, and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance 
range of at least one of an altcrnativ e the selected originating location or akesnative -selected 
destination location for searching for alternative itineraries; 
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determining, without user intervention, a set of alternative itineraries d ifferent than the 
itinerary specified in the request at least one alternative itinerary including a route between an 
alternate origination location or alternate destination location that is within the proximity 
tolerances, and either the selected origination or destination location included of the travel 
itinerary specified i n the request; 

determining an alternate value for each alternat e alternative itinerary: :ind 



©018 



providing a report including a geographical map that contains: 

a graphical representation of the origination location, destination location, and each 
alternate location, 

a graphical representation of a first path between the origination and destination locations 
and a corresponding cost of travel for the first path, and 

a graphical representation of an alternate path between eac, l alternate location and either 
the origination or destination locations and a corresponding cost of travel for each respective 
alternate path. 



50. (Previously Presented) A method for providing travel alternati ves, comprising: 
receiving, from a user, a request including s pecifying a travel itinerary including -that 
includes a travel route between a selected origination location and 

and proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable distance range of at least one of aa 
alternativ e the selected originating location or alt e rnative -selected destination location for 
searching for alternative itineraries; 

determining, without user intervention, a set of alternative itineraries d ifferent than the 
itinerary specified in the request at least one alternative itinerary including an alternate route 
between an alternate origination location or alternate destination location that is within the 
proximity tolerances, and either the origination or destination location inolude 4 of the travel 
itinerary specified in the request; and 

providing a report to the user such that the user may visually inspect a map including a 
graphical representation of the route between the origination and destination locations and the 
alternate routes, and a travel cost for each corresponding route. ■ 
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51 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 50, wherein the travel cost for each 
route is presented adjacent to the graphical representation of the respective route on the map. 
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